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Changes since the listing last 
month are the switch of the Nor- 
Cal Quincy trip and the CNRHS 
“Shasta Wonderland” trip due to 
a conflict of movements on the 
McCloud River Railroad, and 
change in Sparks trip due to a 
convention conflict in Reno ho- 
tels. Also changed to one week 
later than originally scheduled is 
Central Coast’s Cal Western trip. 


APRIL 11-12 — Central Coast 
trip to FORT BRAGG nd 
“skunk” trip on CAL WESTERN. 


APRIL 25-26 — R&LHS via 
SP to SPARKS with side trip to 
Virginia City. 

MAY 3 — Bay Area trip via 
WP to Yuba City and Oroville. 


MAY 10 — Central Coast SI- 
ERRA RAILROAD excursion. 

MAY 22-23-24 — CNRHS 
“Shasta Wonderland” trip via 
WP, McCloud, SP and YREKA 
WESTERN RR. 

MAY 30-31 — Nor-Cal WP- 
QUINCY RR to visit FEATHER 
RIVER SHORT LINE. 

JUNE 7 — CNRHS Niles Cen- 
tennial Celebration via SP. 

JUNE 14 — R&LHS via SP to 
KENTUCKY HOUSE. 

JULY 4-5 — Central Coast 
NEVADA NORTHERN excursion. 

JULY 26 — JOINT ANNUAL 
PICNIC AT BIG TREES. 

AUGUST 8-9 — Central Coast 
trip on SP 90-91-to Santa Barbara. 

AUGUST 16 — Nor-Cal Annual 
Excursion to MONTEREY. 

SEPT. 5-6-7 — Central Coast 
SANTA FE to Flagstaff, Arizona, 
and SOUTHWEST LUMBER 
MILLS. 

SEPT. 20 — R&LHS trip to un- 
announced destination. 
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1959 Excursions 


OCT. 4 — CNRHS trip via WP 
and FEATHER RIVER RY. to 
Feather Falls. 


OCT. 18 — Central Coast tour 
of SANTA FE yards in Richmond. 


OCT. 25 — R&LHS SIERRA 
RAILROAD excursion. 


JAN. 1-2-3 — Central Coast 
“Year End Tour.” 


MAY 28-29-30, 1960 — Bay 
Area MILWAUKEE electric divi- 
sion excursion. 


Bay Area Electric Railroad Assn., 
Addison Laflin, 2119 Marin Ave., 
Berkeley 7, Calif. 

California-Nevada Railroad Histori- 
cal Society, Arthur Lloyd Jr., 974 
Pleasant Hill Road, Redwood City, 
Calif. 

Central Coast Railway Club, P.O. 
Box 783, San Jose, Calif. 

Northern California Railroad Club, 
Paul Von Hafften, 112 Arguello St., 
San Francisco 18, Calif. 


Pacific Coast Chapter, Railway & 

Locomotive Historical Society, Don 
con 610 Arlington, Berkeley 7, 
alif. 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
RAILFAN EXCURSIONS 


April 9 — PRS trip via SP to Goleta 
and Santa Paula branch. 


May 17 — RHS of SD trip Sonora- 
Baja California RR, Mexicali to Riito 
using gas-electric train. 


June — PRS trip via AT&SF to San 
Diego. 


Sept. 5-6-7 — PRS trip to Salt 
Lake City via UP return SP and 
AT&SF. 


Los Angeles Chapter, National Rail- 
way Historical Society, P.O. Box 3311, 
Terminal Annex, Los Angeles 54, Calif. 

Pacific Railroad Society, Box 5279, 
ee Station, Los Aneles 55, 

alif. 

Railway Historical Society of San 
Diego, 5805 Estelle St., San Diego 15, 
Calif. 

Southern California Chapter, Rail- 
way & Locomotive Historical Society— 
John Shaw, Treasurer, P.O. Box 5011, 
Pasadena, Calif. 

Southern California Division Electric 
Railroaders Assn., P.O. Box 3292, Term- 
inal Annex, Los Angeles 54, Calif. 
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Gay 90’s Trolley Cars 


of the East Bay... 


Iu Graudpas Day 


Part Two 


By ERLE C. HANSON 


PIEDMONT & MOUNTAIN VIEW RAILWAY CO. 


During the spring of 1895, the 
cable road from Oakland to the 
Piedmont hills was converted to 
electricity. However, the electric 
cars would operate to Vernal 
Avenue (Highland Avenue) only, 
as the old loop running via Blair 
Park where the cable cars be- 
‘came gravity cars, was to be 
abandoned. The branch line to 
the Mt. View Cemetery was also 
converted to _ electricity. Cars 
would terminate at 7th and Wash- 
ington Street in Oakland, and the 
original cable tracks being of 
narrow gauge, would be retained. 
The cable would still be used on 
the steep Oakland Avenue hills. 
The converted cable to electric 
cars were equipped with two 
Thompson-Houston 15 h.p. mo- 
tors mounted on one truck, the 
other truck retaining the cable 
grip. K controllers were used. 
The 11 motorized cars were num- 
bered 110-120 inclusive, Nos. 119- 
120 were open cars. The trailers 
retained their original numbers, 
12-22 inclusive. All of the Pied- 


mont cars were painted yellow 
with black trim. In June, 1896, the 
Piedmont line was ready for elec- 
tric operation and on June 10, 
1896, the first car, No. 106, made 
the trial trip with a capacity load 
of paid passengers on each round 
trip. 

The following day saw regu- 
lar scheduled cars on the line. 
These were cars Nos. 106-109 in- 
clusive. The West 14th Street 
line was extended to 7th and 
Washington Street at this time. 

In December, 1896, the grip 
was removed from each car and 
two W.P. 50 h.p. motors were 
mounted, one on each truck. At 
this time the Piedmont cars were 
painted blue, trimmed in gold 
gilt. 

These two electric lines of the 
Piedmont & Mt. View Railway 
were operated very successfully 
until July 14, 1897, when the 
company was absorbed by the 
well known Realty Syndicate, 
with Ira Bishop as its general 
manager and superintendent. 


EAST OAKLAND STREET RAILROAD CO. 


E. P. Vandercook, E. C. Ses- 
sions and G. White organized the 
East Oakland Street R.R. on June 
1, 1892. C. Tiffany was superin- 
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tendent of construction. The line 
was to be of standard gauge, 
4’ 81”, and of single track, hav- 
ing passing tracks at intervals. 


Page Three 








The franchise was granted to con- 
struct and operate an electric 
street railroad, which was to be- 
gin at 8th and Broadway, con- 
tinuing east on 8th Street to 5th 
Avenue, E. 18th Street to Com- 
merce Street. 


Vandercook had an ideal loca- 
tion in which to construct his 
car house, but in order to reach 
the site his railroad would have 
to cross the Sessions, Highland 
Park & Fruit Vale horse car line. 
Mr. Sessions would not allow 
this. However, as Sessions was a 
stockholder in the East Oakland 
Railroad, Vandercook gave him 
a few extra shares in the com- 
pany and in turn Sessions let 
the road go through. Rails were 
laid across the horse car line on 
Commerce Street and continued 
via the east side of the street to 
E. 21st Street, the car house site. 

The car house was built and 
the line completed in October, 
1892. 

Six single truck electric cars 
were ordered from Carter Bros. 
Car Builders in Newark, Calif., 
and arrived at the car house at 
the time the line was completed. 
These were of the California type 
(open ends, closed center) and 
had one W.P. 30 motor mounted 
on a Taylor single truck. The cars 
were painted yellow, trimmed in 
red and were numbered 1-6 in- 
clusive. The K _ controller was 
used. 

A large power house was built 
at the car house. This supplied 
the line with a 600 volt D.C. ovér- 
head current. The company built 
two service cars at the car house, 
equipping one for use as a line 
car. 

The first car, No. 4, was oper- 
ated over the entire line on Nov- 
ember 1, 1892, with W. W. Bruce 
at the controls, and was praised 
by the numerous officials who 
were aboard. 

In 1895 a franchise was grant- 


ed the company to build a branch 
line from 5th Avenue and E. 18th 
Street via E. 18th, 4th Avenue, 
and north on 4th Avenue to In- 
dian Gulch, a distance of 1% 
miles. Here a 1200-foot wooden 
trestle would span the gulch to 
the north banks of East Oakland 
Heights. Construction commenced 
immediately and moved at a rap- 
id pace. At this time Harry Mul- 
grew was made superintendent 
of construction and shortly after, 
four additional electric cars were 
ordered from Carter Bros. 

The trestle was completed in 
one month and was 30 feet in 
height. It was at this time that 
the backers of the company had 
the gulch officially renamed to 
Trestle Glen and built a spacious 
picnic area and dance pavilion 
beneath the trestle. 

Original plans called for the 
line to extend high into the Pied- 
mont Hills in the vicinity of 
Blair Park, but the park ceased 
to be a drawing attraction in the 
late 90’s and this extension never 
materialized. 

In early spring of 1896, the line 
was completed to Trestle Glen, 
and on July 4, the first car made 
the complete trip. This was called 
the 4th Avenue line. At this time 
four additional electric cars, two 
being of the double deck type, 
were ordered from Carter Bros. 
Also at this time the second lot 
of cars was received at the car 
house. These were of the same 
identity as the first lot and were 
numbered 7-10 inclusive. 


A third franchise was granted 
to construct a branch line from 
8th Avenue and E. 18th Street 
via 8th, E. 24th, 11th, E. 28th, to 
13th Avenue. Work was started in 
August, 1896, and progressed very 
slowly due to the heavy grading 
required in this hilly area. 

A fourth franchise was granted 
for the extension from E. 2\st 
Street and Commerce Street via 
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EAST OAKLAND STREET RAILROAD car 12 during the first trip to Trestle 


Glen in 1897 for the new double deck cars. E. P. Vandercook is on top extreme 
right. From the collection of the late Stanley S. Keefe. 
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EAST OAKLAND STREET RAILROAD trestle at Trestle Glen in 1895 showing 
three types of trolleys and two work cars. From collection of the late W. F. 
Krueger. 











OAKLAND RAILROAD car 51 at the University of California campus, Berkeley, 
about 1893. Conductor William McNally and motorman. From the collection of 
the late W. F. Krueger. 





OAKLAND RAILROAD car 56 on the turntable at the Water Street terminus 
es about 1895. Conductor Jim Anderson on the left and motorman Abe Sorensen i 
on the right. From the collection of the late E. Floyd Smith. 
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E. 2ist, 25th Avenue, E. 24th, 
26th Avenue, E. 27th, to Fruit- 
vale Avenue. Both routes were 
completed in late December and 
were in operation during this 
month. 

On February 5, 1897, the com- 
pany gave public notice of an in- 
terchange of transfers on alli lines 
with the exception of the Oak- 
land, San Leandro and Haywards 
Electric Railway Consolidated, on 
E. 14th Street. At this time, the 
four cars arrived and were trim- 
med the same as their sister cars. 
The two double-deck cars were 
numbered 11-12, the other two, 


13-14. These cars were of the- 


double-end type and were 
equipped with two W.P. 30 mot- 
ors mounted on single Taylor 


trucks. At this time Nos. 1-10 
inclusive had an extra W.P. 30 
motor added. Two service cars 
were built at the car house and 
a single truck rebuilt horse car 
was purchased from the Highland 
Park and Fruitvale Railroad. This 
was used on special occasions 
only. 

On September 12, 1897, F. M. 
Smith’s Realty Syndicate Co. 
(Oakland Transit) acquired con- 
trol of the East Oakland Street 
R.R. properties on a bond mort- 
gage. Final foreclosure was made 
on April 10, 1899. On Jan. 1, 1898, 
A. H. A. Smith superceded Har- 
ry Mulgrew as superintendent at 
the car house. At this time the 
road was bankrupt and lay idle. 


OAKLAND RAILROAD CO. 


' 


The Oakland Railroad Co. was 
incorporated as a horse car line 
in 1864. Up to, and until 1899, the 
company maintained several 
types of operating equipment on 
its two lines, horse, steam dum- 
my, and heavy steam equipment. 
Each in turn provided service on 
Telegraph Avenue between Oak- 
land and Berkeley. Horse and 
cable were used on San Pablo 
Avenue between Oakland and 
Emeryville. 

In July, 1892, the Telegraph 
Avenue line was shut down and 
was completely rebuilt into a 
standard gauge, 4 8%” electric 
line. In addition, a new franchise 
was acquired on Alcatraz Ave- 
nue and the construction of a 
completely new electric road was 
to take place on this street be- 
tween Telegraph Avenue and 
Lorin (South Berkeley). 

The original horse car line was 
owned by Senator Jimmy Fair, 
who was forced to completely 
sever his railroad career and sell 
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all of his railroad properties to 
the Pacific Improvement Co., a 
concern dominated by Crocker, 
Huntington, Hopkins interests, 
the controllers of the Oakland 
Railroad Co. 

New electric cars were ord- 
ered from Hammond Car Co. in 
San Francisco, and the car house 
at Temescal (5lst & Telegraph) 
was readied for electric opera- 
tions. In November, 1892, the first 
lot of cars was received at the 
car house and was given final 
preparations. These were closed 
cars with open vestibules and 
were mounted an Taylor trucks. 
Each car was equipped with two 
W.P. 30 motors, painted green 
with gilt trim and numbered 
51-63 inclusive. 

Barney Clement, supt.-engin- 
eer, the man who built the road, 
had several pieces of service 
equipment built at the Temescal 
yards including a combination 
line-water car. During the entire 
life of the Oakland Railroad Co., 


Page Seven 








this service equipment was never 
numbered. 

The Alcatraz Avenue branch 
line was officially opened on De- 
cember 21, 1892. Soon to follow 
was the main line on Telegraph 
Avenue. On December 24, John 
Turner operated the first car 
from the Temescal car house, 
south on Telegraph Avenue to 
the Water Street terminus. On 
January 1, 1893, the first revenue 
car, No. 51, made the complete 
trip with the other cars being 
placed in service at scheduled 
intervals. 

In February, 1893, seven addi- 
tional electric cars were received 
at the car house and after re- 
ceiving last minute preparations 
were placed in service with the 
numbers 64-70 inclusive. 

During October M. M. Martin 
took the position of superintend- 
ent and also at this time F. S. 
Douty was appointed secretary- 
treasurer. 

In the fall of 1898, the car 
bodies were lengthened 2% feet 
and rebuilt into California type 
cars (open end, closed center). A 
lever brake replaced the pump 
style, and K1 controllers were 
installed in place of the J type. 

In the spring of 1899, cars 67- 
70 inclusive were rebuilt into 
open cars. At this time the San 
Pablo Avenue cable line was 
showing a terrific loss in passen- 
ger revenue, and on May 21, 1899, 
the last cable car was turned 
into the car house at San Pablo 
and Jones Street (21st Street) by 
gripman George Smith and the 
road was shut down while being 
rebuilt into a standard gauge 
4 8%” electric line. Twelve elec- 
tric cars were ordered from the 
Hammond Car Co. for use on 
this line exclusively. 

The road was rapidly rebuilt 
and in the fall of 1899, the new 
cars were received at Temescal 
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car house. The San Pablo car 
house was closed with the ex- 
ception of the general offices. 
These cars were of similar de- 
sign to the Telegraph - Avenue 
cars. They were painted bright 
red, trimmed in gold gilt and 
numbered 10-21 inclusive. Rheo- 
stat controllers were used on 
these cars. The first car, No. 10, 
left the car house with A. B. 
Hendrickson at the controls and 
made the round trip from Water 
Street to 61st Street. The cable 
car turntable at Water Street con- 
tinued to serve the electrics, but 
the table at Park Avenue was 


‘removed. 


On April 10, 1900, the town 
trustees of Berkeley approved 
a franchise to build a line to 
North Berkeley via Oxford and 
Spruce Street, College Way 
(Hearst Street), and Euclid Ave- 
nue to Hilgard Street. Construc- 
tion gangs were at work very 
soon after on the Spruce Street 
line. The Telegraph line was ex- 
tended via Bancroft Way to Shat- 
tuck Avenue and via the latter 
to Berkeley Station (Center 
Street). This was completed on 
May 26, 1900. It was announced 
at this time that the San Pablo 
Avenue line would be extended to 
West Berkeley (University Ave- 
nue). 

During June and July the 
Telegraph line was extended 
from Berkeley Station on single 
track via Shattuck Avenue, Uni- 
versity Avenue, Oxford Street, 
to Cedar Street, and looped via 
Cedar, Spruce, Rose, Oxford, and 
returned to Cedar and Berkeley 
Station. 

On August 31, 1901, the Oak- 
land Railroad Co. lost its identity 
when it was consolidated into the 
corporation known as the Oak- 
land Transit Co., which soon af- 
ter built the Euclid Avenue ex- 
tension. 
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ALAMEDA, OAKLAND & PIEDMONT ELECTRIC RY. CO. 


Eli S. Dennison, George H. 
Mastick, and Col. F. H. Meyer 
were the money interests back of 
William M. Rank when they 
bought out the “Meetz’ Alameda, 
Oakland & Piedmont horse car 
road and electrified it. On Nov- 
ember 1, 1892, this new company, 
the Alameda, Oakland & Pied- 
mont Electric Ry. Co., was organ- 
ized and with a franchise grant- 
ed, the company commenced to 
build their electric road, with 
P. H. Fisher as superintendent of 
construction. 

The line was constructed over 
portions of the old horse car 
road, commencing at Park Street 
(23rd Avenue) and the SP cross- 
ing via Park Street across the 
Park Street bridge to Alameda, 
continuing via Park Street to 
Santa Clara Avenue to Webster 
Street, via Webster Street across 
the Webster Street bridge to 
Oakland, via Water Street to 
Broadway. On Broadway the line 
was constructed on the east side 
of the street single track, as the 
Oakland Railroad Co. controlled 
the center of the street. Continu- 
ing on Broadway to 6th Street 
where the line crossed the tracks 
of the Oakland Railroad and con- 
tinued via 6th Street, Jefferson 
Street to 11th Street, via 11th 
Street to 8th Avenue, to E. 12th 
Street, terminating at E. 12th 
and 13th Avenue. Cars returned 
via the same route. 

A large car house with power 
house and general offices attach- 
ed was built on the marsh in 
Alameda on Webster Street. 

The road would be of narrow 
gauge (3’ 6’) and would operate 
on 600 volts D.C. 

Twelve double truck electric 
cars were received at the car 
house in April, 1893. These cars 
were built by Ingler & Atkinson 
Car Co. in Oakland and were of 
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ped with two G.E. 800 motors, 
type Kl controllers and were 
numbered 10-21 inclusive. These 
the California type (open end 
closed center). They were equip- 
cars sported Brill maximum trac- 
tion trucks and were painted light 
gray with blue trim. Two service 
cars were built at the car house 
at this time. 

The first trial trip was operated 
on May 6, 1893, and was offici- 
ally opened the following day. 

A second and third franchise 
was granted for the construction 
of two branch lines, one to oper- 
ate from Park and San Jose Ave- 
nue in Alameda via San Jose 
Avenue, High Street, to Santa 
Clara Avenue, and the other from 
Park Street and Santa Clara Ave- 
nue via Park Street, San Jose 
Avenue, Morton, San Antonio, 
9th Street to Santa Clara Avenue. 
Work was commenced immedi- 
ately and four additional cars 
were ordered from Ingler & At- 
kinson. These were received in 
August and at this time the High 
Street line was completed. The 
cars were shorter in length than 
the main line cars and were of 
single truck design. Two W.P. 30 
motors were mounted on each 
car. Rheostat controls were used 
and the cars were numbered 30- 
33 inclusive. 

In 1894, three additional cars 
were received from Ingler & At- 
kinson. These were of the same 
identity as No. 30, and were num- 
bered 4-6 inclusive. 

On July 1, 1895, the San Jose 
Avenue line was officially open- 
ed and cars were operated on 20- 
minute headway. 

In the spring of 1896, the Realty 
Syndicate Co. gained control of 
this company and the line was 
extended from 13th Avenue via 
E. 12th Street to Park Street 
(23rd Avenue), and connected to 
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the eastern end of the line form- 
ing a loop, part of which was dou- 
ble tracked. The two branch lines 
remained single track. At this 
time, all equipment was painted 
traction yellow and trimmed in 





cream and blue. On March 21, 
1898, the Alameda, Oakland & 
Piedmont Electric Ry. Co. lost 
its identity and became formally 
known as the Oakland Transit 
Co. 


HIGHLAND PARK & FRUIT VALE RAILROAD CO. 


This company was originally a 
horse car line and was incorpor- 
ated in 1875. On April 16, 1892, 
the company was reorganized un- 
der the same name. 

E. C. Sessions was the sole 
owner of the road and had recog- 
nized the fact that an electric 
railway might prove preferable 
to his slow outmoded horse car 
system. 

Plans were outlined for the 
conversion of his road to an all- 
electric line. Two separate lines 
were operated by this company. 
The Highland Park line com- 
menced at the SP Brooklyn de- 
pot at the foot of 13th Avenue, 
and continued via private right- 
of-way (E. 11th Street) to Com- 
merce Street (14th Avenue) via 
Commerce to E. 22nd _ Street 
where the road was then known 
as 14th Avenue, via 14th Avenue 
passing the famed Highland Park 
and California College, to Hop- 
kins Street and Beulah Park, and 
to Altaheim Hill. At this point 
the line was operated over pri- 
vate right-of-way around the hill 
and descended into Dimond Can- 
yon to Fruitvale Avenue. On the 
return trip cars were routed over 
the hill via Hopkins Street and 
returned to E. 22nd Street where 
the road would cross the Com- 
merce Street ravine to E. 21st 
Street and continue via 13th Ave- 
nue to the SP depot, forming a 
loop. The Fruitvale Avenue line 
commenced at Dimond Canyon, 
(Hopkins Street) and operated 
via Fruitvale Avenue to the 
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Fruitvale depot of the SP. In Di- 
mond Canyon, the Fruitvale Ave- 
nue line was extended via a loop 
paralleling Fruitvale Avenue to 
Nicol Avenue to Fruitvale Ave- 
nue. A turntable was used at the 
SP depot and on the Highland 
Park line in Dimond Canyon. The 
turntable at the foot of 13th 
Avenue remained intact for emer- 
gency use only. 

Nine single-end horse cars, five 
of which were double deck type, 
all built by Carter Bros., were 
owned by the company and were 
converted to electric cars. Re- 
taining their’ original paint 
scheme of maroon with gold gilt 
trim and their original numbers 
1-9 inclusive, cars 2, 4 and 5 of 
the double deck type were 
mounted on Taylor single trucks 
and sported two W.P. 30 motors. 
Double deckers 1 and 3 remained 
trailers. Nos. 6-9 inclusive were 
of the standard single end horse 
car design and were mounted on 
Taylor trucks with one W.P. 30 
motor. 

The entire line would be stan- 
dard gauge (4 8%”) and cars 
would operate on 600 volts D.C. 
supplied from the new power 
house being constructed at the 
car house located across the road 
from the Brooklyn depot. 

On April 1, 1893, the line was 
officially opened and was a mon- 
ey maker from the start. William 
Hunt, superintendent of construc- 
tion, had been replaced by E. J. 
Morris shortly before the road 
was completed. As the cars were 
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OAKLAND RAILROAD summer car at the University of California campus, 
Berkeley, about 1899. Four cars, 67-70, were rebuilt to open cars for this ser- 
vice. From collection of the late W. E. Gardener. 








ALAMEDA, OAKLAND & PIEDMONT ELECTRIC RAILWAY car 14 at the 
Twenty-Third Avenue terminus about 1897. From collection of the late Stanley 
S. Keefe. 

















HIGHLAND PARK & FRUIT VALE car 2 at Beulah Park about 1894 from the 
collection of the late W. B. Hamilton, 
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HIGHLAND PARK & FRUIT VALE trailer 4 on the siding at Highland Park 
about 1893. This car was motorized soon after this picture was taken. From the 
collection of the late H. K. Townsend. 




















of single end, only one man was 
necessary to operate them. A 
portable register strapped to the 
motorman’s belt was used in place 
of the commonly used fare boxes. 
This company had the distinction 
of operating the first one-man 
cars in the East Bay. 

The double deck cars were used 
on the Fruitvale Avenue line from 
the start and after several months 
had passed these were put on the 
Highland Park line and the stan- 
dard type cars that had seen ser- 
vice on the Highland Park line 
were operated on Fruitvale Ave- 
nue. These cars still had the ap- 
pearance of an antiquated horse 
car and after several days of cold 
water accusations from numerous 
patrons the cars were taken off 
the line and run into the car 
house. No. 6 emerged several 
weeks later as a water car and 
in 1895, No. 7 was sold to the 
East Oakland Railroad Co. Nos. 
8 and 9 were slowly dismantled 
as parts were required by the 
double deck cars. Only one car 
was operated on Fruitvale Ave- 
nue despite the threats from sev- 
eral patrons. The Highland Park 
line operated two motors with 
trailers. This called for a wye 
to be constructed at Nicol and 
Fruitvale Avenue as the two-car 
operation was routed over the 
Dimond Canyon loop used by the 
Fruitvale line. This operation did 
not last out the year and the two 
lines were consolidated into one 
line. 

In May, 1897, the company was 
absorbed by the Realty Syndicate 
Co., but retained its identity un- 
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til that final hour on Feb. 4, 1901, 
when the name was officially 
changed to the Oakland Transit 
Co. 

The Realty Syndicate Co. was 
originally organized for the pur- 
chase of real estate, but by 1901, 
had secured control of all the 
unique independent electric lines 
in the entire East Bay. 


CALIFORNIA RAILWAY CO. 


A chronological history was 
written on this company and its 
predecessor companies in the 
January, 1954, issue No. 171 of 
The Western Railroader. 


OAKLAND, SAN LEANDRO & 
HAYWARDS ELECTRIC RY. 


The history of this company 
and its predecessor companies ap- 
peared in the May, 1958, issue 
No. 223 of The Western Rail- 
roader. 
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Railway Age 

The MILWAUKEE (CMStP&P) 
has plans for purchase of 750 new 
freight cars at a cost of $8 mil- 
lion. Pullman Standard will build 
300 40-ft., 50-ton box cars and 
100 50-ft., 70-ton insulated box 
cars. General American will build 
300 40-ft., 50-ton box cars. Ord- 
ers for 50 60-ft., 70-ton flats will 
be placed later. 

The MILWAUKEE has ordered 
52 1750-hp GP-9 road switchers 
from Electro-Motive at a cost of 
$8.5 million for delivery between 
March and July. They will re- 
place a like number of 1941-45 
vintage FT units which will be 
turned back to EMD. 

Mid-March starting date ap- 
pears in prospect for MILWAU- 
KEE to start Flexi-Van service 
to the Pacific Northwest. New 
equipment has been ordered for 
the new service between Chicago 
and Spokane-Seattle-Tacoma in- 
cluding 13 special flats bringing 
the road’s total of such cars to 39. 

The RIO GRANDE (D&RGW) 
has ordered 100 50-ton 5314-ft. 
flat cars at $9000 each from Beth- 
lehem Steel for delivery by July; 
28 70-ton covered hoppers at 
$10,875 each from Pullman Stan- 
dard for delivery in March; nine 
76-ton 85-foot piggyback flats at 
$15,350 each from Pullman Stan- 
dard for March delivery; 115 50- 
ton 50-ft. insulated box cars at 
$14,059 each from Pacific Car & 
Foundry for September delivery 
in addition to 10 steel cabooses 
from the company shops. 

The SOUTHERN PACIFIC will 
acquire 1400 new freight cars in 
1959 as part of a $22 million pro- 
gram. One hundred 85-ft. piggy- 
back cars are being delivered in 
February and 500 wide-door box 
cars will be starting delivery in 
April with 800 insulated box cars 
scheduled to start in July. Orders 
are being prepared for 50 light- 
weight mail, baggage and express 
cars. 
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SP Abandons Portion 
Of “Shortline” Route 


The ICC on February 10 ap- 
proved an application by the SP 
to abandon a portion of what was 
once part of the “San Diego 
Shortline” consisting of a route 
along the California - Mexico 
boundary by the Inter-California 
Railway and the San Diego & 
Arizona Eastern, which crossed 
the boundary four times between 
Yuma, Arizona, and San Diego. 

The portion abandoned was just 
2.69 miles between a point near 
Araz Junction, just outside of 
Yuma, and Cantu on the Mexican 
boundary. 

Traffic to and from the SD&AE 
and Imperial Valley was diverted 
in 1956 via Niland and the SP 
main line following a CTC pro- 
ject between Niland and Yuma. 
All scheduled freights via the 
Inter-California route were dis- 
continued on January 20, 1957. 
With the withdrawal of overhead 
traffic the trackage to be aban- 
doned had only three extra trains 
since the end of scheduled opera- 
tions. 

Passenger service between Yu- 
ma and San Diego over the 
“Shortline” route ended Septem- 
ber 27, 1943. 


Great Northern 
Strike Stopped 


A strike of Great Northern 
trainmen was blocked by an in- 
junction Feb. 7 after the unions 
threatened to strike over a cut- 
back of the “Cascadian” between 
Seattle and Spokane. The GN 
made Everett the western termin- 
al of the “Cascadian” and re- 
quires a transfer to the “Inter- 
national” (Seattle - Vancouver, 
B.C. train) between Seattle and 
Everett. The crews objected to 
cutting 33 miles off of the 330 
mile run which paid $41.89 for 
nine hours work. 
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BOOK DEPARTMENT 


The WESTERN RAILROADER 


P.O. BOX 668, SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA 


OIL LAMPS & IRON PONIES 
by Shaw-Fisher-Harlan. The stor- 
ies of eight narrow gauge short- 
lines of the west. Covers the Nev- 
ada County Narrow Gauge, Lake 
Tahoe Railway, North Pacific 
Coast, South Pacific Coast, Sump- 
ter Valley, Ilwaco Railway, Pa- 
cific Coast, and Pajaro Valley 
Consolidated. Runs 187 pages 6x9 
in hard cover, with 8 maps, 9 
locomotive drawings, many pic- 
tures, and complete engine ros- 
ters. Deluxe edition, autographed 
by authors. $5.95 


RAILROADS DOWN THE 
VALLEY by Randall V. Mills — 
A collection of histories of five 
short line railroads in the Colum- 
bia and Willamette River Valleys 
by one of the best railroad histor- 
ians of the Pacific Northwest. 
Covers the Walla Walla & Colum- 
bia River, Oregon Pacific (later 
Eugene & Eastern), Portland 
Railway Light & Power (Oregon 
City interurban), Oregon, Pacific 
& Eastern, and City of Prineville 
Railroad. It runs 151 pages on a 
6x9 format in hard cover with 29 
photos and steam and electric 
rosters of all lines. $3.50 


STEAMCARS TO THE COM- 
STOCK by Beebe and Clegg. De- 
scription of the Virginia & 
Truckee and Carson & Colorado 
in pictures and prose. 100 pages 
8x1l, hard cover, 2 maps and 120 
pictures. $4.50 


BONANZA RAILWAYS by 
Gilbert Kneiss. The stories of the 
pioneer railroads of California 
and Nevada. Covers the San 
Francisco & San Jose, Sacramento 
Valley Railroad, Nevada County 
Narrow Gauge, Virginia & 
Truckee, Nevada Central, and 
Eureka & Palisade. Runs 148 
pages, 7x10 in hard cover, 47 pic- 
tures, and engine rosters. Revis- 
ed edition that added the Nevada 
County Narrow Gauge. $3.50 


REDWOOD RAILWAYS by 
Gilbert Kneiss. The histories of 
the various railroads that eventu- 
ally became the Northwestern Pa- 
cific Railroad. Many pictures, 
chapter maps and rosters. 200 
pages 6x9, 40 pages of pictures, 
16 area maps, and 2 pocket 
maps. $4.75 


CABLE CAR DAYS IN SAN 
FRANCISCO by Edgar M. Kahn. 
The story of the San Francisco 
cable cars. 150 pages, 7x10, hard 
cover, many pictures. $3.50 


THIS WAS RAILROADING by 
George B. Abdill. The first real 
coverage of the Pacific North- 
west railroading. A wonderful 
picture book with a railfan text. 
Covers the railroads of Oregon, 
Washington, British Columbia 


and Alaska, Runs 192 pages 84%x 
11 letterpress on heavy coated 
stock in hard cover. Has over 
500 photographs. 


$10.00 





World War I Vet 
Returns Home 

The last veteran of World War 
I has come home. 

The “General Pershing, Army 
locomotive of World War I vin- 
tage, arrived in Oakland on its 
way from Korea to the National 
Railroad Museum at Green Bay, 
Wisconsin, and was honored Jan- 
uary 30 at Western Pacific’s Oak- 
land roundhouse, prior to start- 
ing its last journey. 

The “General Pershing” was 
flanked on one side by a Civil 
War vintage woodburner, R&LHS 
“Genoa,” and on the other by a 
WP diesel which hauled it on its 
journey east. Army representa- 
tives in the uniforms of the 60’s, 
World War I and today were on 
hand to salute the famous mili- 
tary iron horse. 


Correction Department 
Portland Traction, Issue 226. 
Roster information (page 15) 

should list 4000-4005 as being 

previously Indiana Ry. 201-206, 

and original owner as Interstate 

(Public Service) 261-266.—George 

Yater. 
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For news of both STEAM and ELECTRIC railroading, 
for RAILROAD NEWS of the west, for top RAILFAN 
EVENTS you should be on the subscription list of “THE 
WESTERN RAILROADER, ” 
and feature publication by and for RAILFANS. The sub- 
scription is just ONE DOLLAR ($1.00) for the next ten 
issues. Send your dollar with your name and address to: 
THE WESTERN RAILROADER 
P.O. Box 668, San Mateo, California 
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WP Operates 18th 
Cinerama Train 


Fourteen hundred _ children 
traveled to San Francisco via a 
special Western Pacific train from 
Sacramento February 12, to see 
Cinerama. 

The special 24-car train left 
Sacramento at 6:45 a.m., return- 
ing approximately 5:30 p.m. on 
Lincoln’s Birthday, a school holi- 
day. It was Western Pacific’s 18th 
Cinerama train in the past three 
years. 


Railroad Cachets 


The National Railroad Hall of 
Fame and Museum will sponsor 
cacheted covers to be mailed each 
day of the 100 days of the Ore- 
gon Centennial Exposition to be 
held in Portland, Oregon. 


The proceeds will be used to 
develop the Philatelic Railroad 
section of the COACH OF FAME 
now standing on its own wheels 
at Travel Town, Los Angeles. 

Address inquiries to C. J. Keen- 
an, 6354 N. E. Cleveland Ave., 
Portland 11, Oregon. 


It is a MONTHLY news 
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